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W6AQL6TLDEFARTIWNT OF T&E .wlNY

APO San Fra.'icsco 964

XCS SFO-65(H1) (M

SEZ ITIUM

1. Section 1, 0perations: Signfc Activities.

a. (U) General. This raport covers tiij period I itov 1969
through 31 Jan 1970, and is submitted in accordaicc with AR 525-15
and USthV Regulation 525-15. The report incitylus Hoadquirtturs e. Head
quartkrs Company, 17th Aviation Group (Coriboat); 201st Aviation Compny~
(Corps); 58th Aviation Detachment (Support); and the 25th IcdicaJ.
Detachment (OAL) and contains certain information not reportcd by other
subordinate units of the 17th ',vn Group.

b. (C) Personnel.

(1) Infusion: The Group has cont~nued an infusioni jTogrun directed
towzards the r.duction of rotational humps. With the lar~o input of %
Aviators in k.n 70 there is now a slight rotational hump for 1.0 in thd
month of Jan 71.

(2) Replacements: The Group reccivad 1874'rupl-.cumnts in this
reporting period compared to a total'of '779 for tho last quart,2r. he-
placements have not bjen arriving prior to the DizaUJS of the duparting
individuals. The monthly replacomu it flow was: 48i ovmr,70
in Docombar aaxi 762 in January.

(3) Strcngth: Tho Group p.rsonuial strength increased during tho
reporting poriod. Thu strength figuris for tho ruport~d units and th

Y ontire Group are att~ached as Inclosure 1. Thumc is a critical short.go18
of cartain maint-3nancu personnielp particularly Rotary Wiag T..chnical
Inawctors and senior supL~rvisory maintenance porsonncl. Inclosure 21
lists thosc shorta- s of skilled personnol that havo~ the aost off.act
en tho aircraft maintonanco rates.

(4) Changus of Cormand: Thu following c6'anges of comnmand weu

FOR~ 07)
C) ~ 5' 1 OWNMGADEAT3 TIAN INMUALS,

Inc losure KCIASSIFE AFTI 12 VIARS
r~ups we 5200.1
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UN\Cl-ASSIFIED,

13 k1*bu-try 1970
Slu!UZCT. Cp~ritloa'1. li&ort -L. ons L- rnad of *dctaVr,17th

avizition Grou~p (Gwub-it) for .ro ii1431Jn,7190
&Cb CSFOP-65 (.d) (U)

m.ado durlinj thia ro-prting Ivricd:

(ai) () 3 JaaxUW7 1970, C" I i.lid h~. N'6i0W.. IMOM
,%ami Axzmand of th.; 17th I.tiAOAi ('2oUP (CoLbat), vic.i W.L Billy
it. I rit,

(b) OQi 17 flovmb~r 1969, LTC &lu.. at,;llosp
wsulz-d com'iao of th. l0th ..vi tioii battalion (.ombLt), vic. IV
!DMvj, L. Stzuilvy,

wisumd cc.~nd of tho. 5kez4 ..Yiittio& Hatta-lion (Cobt), vie L:A

PFxtrick J. O'Cirady,

(5) Th4 followink. ctzr,,s w- md~.. withia th.. Group btalit:

(.i) On 4 27 m.. 1969,-1 Lfll i. a. J%.kis Jr., -
b.ximow th.. Croup XO, vice LTC Williaii 1. Crouch J.

(b) .(n 27 Dcjb-r 1)64,:Crr Ljozald H. Brijrt.y,
can th.. Group Coeziutie-tions -,--d M.kctronics _;qui .at ~iayt.. Lam;
art Rojrir Of fic..w, wic%. CFT kl-x L. Chtnn,

(c) On 2 0lcmbwr 196?, 2L L-r-nc. C. Wi. Jr.,
b&e'-m thw ..dixinistrativ _. ofricir to th,. Vlij'ht ~u~ovic.. ?:I
Jaws L. Culb~rtson, ~

(d) 0. I D.vccmb.r 1969, 2LT JwD.s I.. Hopp.vr, #%JV ,&%
th- HliC, 16 vice UIT JOw"L.Trahoy,

(,j) on 21 Dacob'ir 1969, ri..J 0..c-,r L. hlrJ.
bucj.~ thj Group 32, vict; I.J Willis L. livzra. y,

(f1) On 3.1 b6 cwar 1969, E^J Z:Wrd L.. Har& is, VMM
asstzi.A thM duties of nCsistz..ft W3.

(;)j CAI 1 Ja~nuur 1) .j idchardf buer1,
Otw aroup LiA iwt (jiicjr, 'rico W4J W=n,D. Johnston, ~

(h) On 3 Jaauzry 1M7, InJ kiowl-uVi . Stu...10, w
cam..a the Group tintana.,ce Oflic_-r, vico k4.J illitm J. bhialds,

(1) On 3 January 1970, n.J Joseph~ . lobiri, b bcn
tlw LSD to 11 Corp MI's, vice a.%J Thom-is L.. I-Artiji,
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C NFIONITIAL
13 V'ubruary 1970

SUB,4JTz %prational1 &iprt 1A.,swns Liairnijd of Huaqnrtjrf, 17th
A~l tioft group (Ccobt) for !.riod LrniinZ 31 Januw-ry 1970,

X5 CS Ol-65 (MId) (U)

W3 On 7 January 1970, YMfJ Doold I. WLck, 1110iAfts 5n=d
ttu dutiua of thO at Li.0 to 11 Corp Hkl a.

(k) On 7 Janua~ry 1970, 1..J J'u-s .,. ralb-.rt, bcu
tho L10 to n2s M~V, vice )'..J Jzaos If. L1agatoa,

(1) On 8 January 1970, Ci T Doll UwFW 1111 1bjcwuu
Nssstalt ivicci Jomws I . ooroy,

(m) On 17 January 1970, CY Liwson C pvcm th.
Group .,djut-unt, vico CPr iazre L. Tunas,

Wn On 19 Janiry 19"10, -4.~J Conrad d. Yaz M ini
thu GroJup aLa{V-I4iiof Ofric,.;r, vico £4i J t;-.rry1 "K. It..ns,

(1) On..wr-%1z Duriri6 this roporting period 5i ,nificant chriN~o
in thu oneW order of battla holdings waru as follows:

(a) Nn3or elaits of tho 4,0th MN. .rtill~ry ftinmt, thui 66th
IWi. Infantry hojimnts and! the 2ith NV.. In~zntry' r.. iMnt r.~ocated
from~ tho I-ri-Bordjr arah to Bu I-ran, nnd D,-- lap. Duria, th- m.;th of
,Iovc-mbor thoaai units shellud &nd attompt, d 'to oy.:rrun Bu 1r%nw, and! Due
lap CIjw Camps. DUring Daconkx~r thu units vithdrew into C--bodian ba.
,Mzas amK bog=n to ruloccrtu back to tht. 'ri-Borwl..r .rm-a. T h., chm.fld
in i, units for tWs quartor is attach.. as liclosuro 3.

(b) .,etivity weas modorato during iboy..sbqr and Pnnuary- Littli
uigificant activity oecurrid during Lpcn~r 1rrinary ictivity durir%
*'4o~bor took placi in *uaMg-Duc Frovino i th .tak .antLu ~
azE id Burcvng. Janunra- was chtrarct-.ri.d by nov,.aant of the &:sd din
RjSiI~nt I rCa X C7,1 .alto Binhi Dinh Provi.)Co. Isolit.d rockut/bortad
sapper attack3 occurrad throujzhout Binhi Dinh Frovinicv. Total .m
gtrongth in II Corps incroasud by apr roximtvly 4,246.

(4e dir Activity. - hili 'flyinj in suprort of II CTZ duri~k ttw.
]At quartar, 17th .viationi Group aircraft wi mportAd hit by hostIL
ground firj 219 timas (.ov 96, Due 39 a.K! 1aa 81.), for :%n w.vjr3gu of
73 hits, par month -a comnm~d to 68 p.ir month tbi pruaious quart..r.
Tha 17th ..vi .ton droup roiportcd --ircrart buing shot at but not hit
156 tiis (Noy 80, Do 32#, Jan 44). Thu- Jicr.;asu in hits rufijots
thi incroas. in a~ctivity for rfovi~n~r *xd January.

(3) 11VoicO.1 50cTAwiY: Tri wJro 36 ThtAlinion .ttacka (1 ov
191, Die 7t Jan 10) rvport-d during this quart~.r compar-, with 1-1 attacks
thu previous qunartor. installations mco.t friza;,t1y hit wjru B,-n ?i Thuot,
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AVB1Ci6-.cc 13 Ft.bruary .1970I
SUBqLCT opert'tional I~t- .ssons L.:rn~d of H ura,17th

aviition Group (Conb .t) for Erriod 31 J&.,.u:r 1)70,

Doaig El Thin mid wiAhfl Tt~. 17th 4-vi thon Group &n4quirt-jrs tk a
m'sponsibility fr coordin.atina th.. d.;fji.isi of UL units in iit~l '.,ub

ftThar .ng Inst~llation Luf..ns. Comn.iand. Two -.tt-.cks occurr-.d duringA

this qu~t..r in adjacent a.;ctors but no at.tacki wr- initi t.d asjinst4
Sub &.ctor III.

(4) Socurity Cloaranc.is: Lirn th,. r .;olting p.;riod 61 clhar-
anc, e havu b..(.cn v,.lidatud, 25 ULL, chu;cks rxrdj, 11 .I.C ch,.cks Wntiat-
jd "ad 3 bt'.ckgroun.I invistioitione ini.1..t.;d.

(5) Conf,:r~jrko.: 17th ..viation Grouip '2 Conf~r .acz. was hd;d on
8-9 !'cc,;mt>.,r at Wha Traiag.

d. (U) O!xrations.

(1) Flight Opuratioas: Tot ,1 flying hours atnI Nirforrxinc. figur..s
for th.; units aru list,.4 in Inclosurj 4.

(2) Urnit hov.rzt: 17th '.vi tioa- Uroup H-~adLuart~rs (HW~) and
;41st 'vii Co r~AocatAd from th,; Long /an ,raof &A~ Taan- - irbnat; to
th.; Louth ajd& of thj i.irfiold, coordixitt;. CF 0392514'); rnov. initiat..;d
oix 18 :j..c 69 and canpl,.t.d 28 W.e 69.

(3) Unit idsioais: Thumu hav.j b.,on no ch-.ng1 .s Li th,. units
missions.

(4) Lignific:ant Op.rations: S ;i Inclosur,; 5.

Q '(U) TraininE.

(1) Army ..vi .tion nzfr..sh~r Training Lchoo1: totA of 16)
a,.i"S quotas w.,ru allocat,;d to th& Group anid ill w, r. r jlloc.-Ajd to
thai battalions.

(;2) burvivaj. Uoursis: tot!al of 11 quot,-.s % r rm.civ,.d for sur-
vival. cours~..s, 9 for th- Zsc;.p and ! vasion Cours.. 7t ~JAxk .d,'H,
Philpinus and 2 for thL. ?'acific Litz; 6upport School -it %,ad, n%' *J*
Okin ..

(3) 201st .vi tion Compuir 58th ..vi %tiori %tih- tad Hujad-
quart.;rs Company 'Trnininig: -tota'l 56 days w.;ro sp.nt in aniridatory
training in subj..cts ais pruscrib-4 by U&11,VA 4t3 350-1.

(4) Kviator Ltandnardization: Durin& th- p.;riod 1 Nov b9 thru 31
Jaai 70 tkb. 17th ,.vi tion Group Flight Starniardization 5-.ctionsj in

4I
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CONFIDENTIAL

LUJJ.CT.: Op.orational ., ort - L.-5oons 1.- rnc.4of 13 drtnr 1970
%viation Group (Comb~t) for Puriod Znding 31 January 1970,

addition to paying assistntncu) visits to aich of thj units w'ithin thu
17th Group, p..rform~d thu following:

(a) Conducted an Instructor ilot Cours. (including around school
and h1)I) for aviators assign.A to thu 173rd ..irbornuig:ci

(b) Conduct.A aLn Listru~icnt Ik .;oursj ..ach mionth lor units within
thu Group. This cours. providLs Tactical InstrurLnt IF's to tbee.
helicoptu.r units which ordinarily havo a nu.d for ruau.wi.ig Tactical

(c) issist.4 the following uaits outsidu th. 17th Group with sta.id-
ardizzation IP, Instrzctor Pilot aad 90 day proficiincy chu:ck rick- s:
14th Lngineers Brigadj, ij/2/1st .. ruor~jd t; v Squadron ind thu 173rd
nirborna Brigadu.

(1) Boots Combat L.,athor: 2800 pair 6~f boots coub-t, luatkr,
black, wuri racaiv.d and diotribut~d through tho 17th ..v.: Gp. This
alluviatud a bhortago plue. brought all units up to tiuir *aIuthorizjd
stockagu! Ivul. Thu lcr:thor boots ia r:ocuir.4 to hu worn by avi-%tors/
aircrw&un as additio LAl pre.-toction against tho possibilit:. rf a iost-
crash firu.

(2) Chromi Chanburcd h1-6: On 2 J:.iuary 1)70, units of the 17th
4 viition Group (Comb.,t) bu-ga- !xchanging no.a-chronu ch-abu r ; M-16' s
for chrom. chamburod A-lo's. Tho 3xchanga was compl~tkud on 29 Jain 70

: adf tot-,l of 2695 chrome cinan~r-d 1-slbt s %:-r3 rocuivud.

(3) XX76 j.ntioscillation Sighting 0-uvicc: .s of 23 Jain 70 the.
17th .vi tion Group (Comi!at) -ucuivA. 64 of 79 authorizud X11176 sighting
dovicis. Thu 15 ren-aming sighting duvic..5 aro to forc.. issuA with-
in the nuxt quartors.

(4) Hoistur .38 M~4 1095-973-0521: On 11 Jan 70, a total or
793 .38 Cal holstars wuro rceived and distributid to nlunits of tho
17th ..G(C). These hoisturs ware, not tho samu typo holstjrs mantionud
in th. last OrLL, howov~sr, they trj an accuitablo substitutQ.

(5) Corand Coatrollod Lumbur: Thu supply of critic!al sizu.d
lumbiur (lx, 2z and 4x) and plywood has alowly i-.:provud during thu
last quartu;r. Thu first r.,lasus sincu; thasi itu wujr. placud on
the coixaand controlled list wure mado in i!ovurabcr -total of 48,8W0 br,
of which 30,000 vf, were 4x12. In early January a si;ucial a-lloc ition
wka rocaivud to sui port rolocation of saveral units. Uuring Jaiiiuary,
also, a total of 34.,000 bf of mixiod lx and 2x mat..rial w-.s rcl.nsu;d,
along with 350 sh,;uts of plywoo-d.

5

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL
~va~c-~c 13 k'~brtvry 1)70

'SUBb;'VT: Opk.r tional wiport - Lzssons L,,,w of fi-.acqu-rturs, 17th,
Lvt .tlon Group *Gonb~rtt) for 1ka;riod E.~iinz 31 Jainuary 1)70,

(6). ;.rcraft Stzttus is -ttachud as Thclosui,;. v.

(g) (U.) Ogaaizntio .

(1) unit organization: J~o chrtnge sincu lest r..aport. S- In-
closurv 7.

(2) Station List: So Inclosura a.

(3) MTCL t.ction: Th.ru havj b...un no WMOI %ctions during th. rj-

porting pkriod.

h. (U) Chaplain

(1) rjo pursonviu1 chansg.s wr, Lad.J ini thu Group Clhiap Utns
Section.

(2) Thu Group Chapliin's off icu was imvA~ o~n 18 i-.c to th .;M
Trang U~r Baso Chapel. On 8D~c all ..ir fore,: Chaplains yt,;d thc:
'Lir Bas-; Chapul and the Group Chaplin was roqu~st.A by thu; j.ir ForcG
to bi th- Installation Chaplain as ho was thu E..nior Chap1--ii on tho
baisu. lIo probluns havo huon exp.uriunc.d in this arua zvd at fin- cc-
op..rativj. progrnm has bon ;staiblishAd.

(3) Thu Group Clvapkrin att~nd;;d thu. 1Lrigadu Chaiplain's G onfjroiic,
at Long Binh, 13-14. Jan 70.

(4), Civic i.ction:

(a) i~udicinQ was duliv~red to thu Chan-Y-Viun Tin-Lnnh iassion in

i' Trang.

(b) Tha A~.1in atteaded th.; first irwting of tha co.abin,-d Civic
."ction Council rtnd Community d--btions Council of thu Frovincj ait A'ha
Tran- on 22 Jan.

i ~1. (U) . iviation Safut!y. The accidont m, tj Tor tlu 17th .-G(C)
..lncraased 4.% during this quart.1r. 1Engino. failmur s %ccountA. for 25),
of ttysu ",cidints, 15,% vura du,; to wuattur, 10x duu to ot*.ir amhtbtrial

It failu-.s and 56h duw to op-r--.tional error. Thu; xccid.nt rat- Lor th.u
qutx.fr is 23.9 por 10u,000 flyinga hours. The iccidimt '.Vruc for
this cuart~ur is attacbud r.s liclosum~ 9.

a.(U) simnal.,

(1) Ttw Signal, &.ctioa, HiC, 17th .,U(C) continu,;d to providu*

ra-dio, tU-yx. and tWjljphomo contaunicatione for H-jaaquartcrs, 17th .4kC).

6
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Opvatona CNFDEIT1L 13 F,;bruaryv 1970
6UBJT: ~ratoml&port - Iiosson3 s rc of' HlLurart~r,1t

4 a~~~vition Group (Coi.ib-_t) for Fkkriod Lirl'ing 31 J:2.nu-.ry l')70,

Guidancci and assi.stanc,; -.. ro provid to 6ignal b.-ctions or subor-
dinato units to insur.; thit th. 17th '.G(C) Co~rnuniz:7tioiL v-i! ws
rosponsivi to th. unit's no~ds. A Coir-aunicat ions aind "Avcte'onict;

NwelXjttir is prc.s..ntly b~.ing put in final fori., for Publicatioa this
m~onth. Tho nowslutt,,r contains inxormation pok.-inin:! to Ground,
ivionics :-.nd G,;,v.;ral Umniufic~tioas -%nd Bi.Lctronic 0jp:.rtions. D,;-
loition of thQ. Organization a.tnc. t.wcord (D., rorn 21,08-3) h-'s
buan accomplish~d as p.;rtain, 'to ignal "quipxmit :*ithixi th.~ 17th
.0(C) U!V 1st Avn B&L z-.g, Unclas, Cit,. ? 03232, Subj~ct: Lliiai.xvttion

of ..dor 208-. h~17th ..G(C) and -3tt a b i;,n~ -,nd .viorics
Offic.jrs ntt,;nded thc 1st .,viation Brigadi Si.-ntl OfIicrs Coin,.r.;nu;.
on 9 nd 10 Jaai 70. Sigw.-l and j.viofliCS ,csist.!nc_. Visits w~. ccn-
ductid by personno1 of th,. l~th*.G((C) to u.its iwithin th.. 17th .,.G(C,.

%vioics porsonhl 6tr;ngth rvi.dth.; sa.-. during Jov.aib.r and

(2) Units Of tho 17Lh Gp hdtvj ixidc. littlj pro~,m.ss.with .. Ircrift/
LYS& modifications duo, to t. shortag-.s of mounts, control hQ,,ds nd
p.ursonn,1; to p.wrform th~. =odification. ..t pr...s,;nt, m~w ±-ircraft b-n
dolivormd to thu 17Ith Gp hav.. not had this modific*.tion compl-t..d
prior to dcoiv..ry.

(3) During th. raoth of D c tho lignal Z&:c ion of tho 17th Gp ru.-
locit.jd from the Long laa ,r,;. of thQ ..irbras to th, ;Y,:. Trang .. ir
basc la-ca. .1U syst..ns tolctyp., tcJlcphon,., radio to incudi Ai I
capabilitios and norixi a-dxiaist1'ativ, proc,;dur,.s h-tv.; b..n conpl-t.!
and~ mr functioning nonr?.My.

k. (U) )4zdicrjI.

(1) dl critica-1 sbortg~..; of atvistion r..dical off ic.;rs occurrnd
during th.. rqorting pric'. During th; p'.st f .i4 w~ r.-p±cr.ntsi
haivo -rriv,-d witth on-. zdica1 officajr position r2::=ini-ig unl'illd -%t

now cpnb1.: of a.nd alro providing ndr.cut, axo:.tic %1 s..rvic..s. .;o
significant changes in Group Zdica1 op,;rttions occurr.;d during th,. re-
porting priod.

(2) Thi 193rd Suidical, bi-achinrit .iov..d fi-on a x hc and closud
at Phu Hi,;p oi. 10 Dj.mb.r 1969.

2. Section 2, lossone 1..iArd Cor'rv'dL'rs Obsorvntions, Sg',aluations.
and it..coimndat ions.

b. (U) IntulliguncQ: Nonu

7
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vtnrAo z fo ro i 13 February 1970
SUBJAT: Operationnl Report - Lessons Larnod of Herdquartors, 17th1'ri vtition Group (uobatx) for P~iod Lkiing 31 January 1970,

i aCS CSF -65 (hl) (U)

(c) CoLand Action: 17th Gp L40 to II Corps has participatid in
preparing a schedule of classos for i"VJ uaits on thi subject of .x-
tornnl Load Rigging for all typus of loads.

W(3) iir Traffic Control: Battlu of Bu Prang and lDuc Lap.

(a) Observation: ir traffic control -at .Jhon Co bjcaj.iu a rual
problon prior to tha ustablishnent of an air traffic control tuam on
27 Nov. The volmu of helicoptir traffic and ..ir Forci c-rgo aircraft
that can be expectod in tho vicinity of a m.jor forward iirfljld rakbs
thi establishment of an air traffic control toam of pria itiportancu.

(b) Evaluation: Thi Air Force normlly .uses a "Tailpipo" Tj.:
during major operations with airlift aircraft. Th.su tiaras ari not
prep.rud to stay ovwr a long puriod of tinu, nor do they control all
traffic (unly Air Force c:rgo and transport aircraft .s thuy arrivw
and depart).

(c) Roco~mmndation: The .,irly istablishii;nt of an air traffic
control toam at each major airfield in thi battl; ar..;a fror. which
joint oporations arv buing conductud will c!iuinato cohfusion and
provido tho nucossary control for safi and orderly traffic.

(d) Ccmmand ,ction: j. Tactical Air Control Team was obtained
from 165th Group and installod at Nhon Co. In nnticipation of future
operations in the Kontun are", this tea has bu;n attchud to the
52nd Avn Bn and is availablo to establish control at a disignated for-
ward oporations baso.

(4) 500 gallon fu.l bladde.rs, rigging straps, cargo nuts, and
fuel pumps. Battle of Bu Prang and Duo Lap:

Wi,) Obsorvation: 0a occassion, delays wurw caused by adultional
or orplacemant bladdors, straps, nets or ptraps not being available on
short notice as stocks bicarw depletud, broakdowns occurred, or. be-
cause back hauls and/or rapair tos wire dlanyed by teathur.

(b) Evalutticn: Support cxi-and (SA) stocka.g was duplutcd due
to rapid oxpan.on of tho oporation. ,vition ssests worj not used
to the raximui for back hauls of blraddors and cquipwnt.

(c) Rocomaurmiations: Resorvo 500 gallon fuil bladders, rigging
strnps, cargo nuts and puaps (100 gp and 350 gpri) should b.. pro-
positiox,4 at a central (IS,') and all users adtisd of thuir loca ton
and avaixilility, so thftt as littla delay -as possiblj occurs when th-si
assets aro noodad.

W.



1.3 Fubrunry .97O
"UaJCT: Opratiom~l woport -Lssonsi La.-rn. of 11--dquart-rs, 17th

.,vi7tion Group (Cuib'-) for Puriod Ending 31 J~uu.ry 197U,
IES CSFoh-65 (ai) Mu

Wd Coi Pnd ..ction: Futura oj~rations will rj.uire -a greator
d,)gr,. coordination with MA units on tho =m.%goi.w.nt of .avilabl'i fquip-
iaont. ,iVitionl battatlioais haiv. b,;,n ins, ructud to insur~aproj~r

Lnagorwnt cf iition assits for rtiaxinia back haul of ;mpty bladd,rs

(6) Dust-off a.ircraft: &-ttlc of Bu Pr.ag and Duc Lap.

(a) Obso;rvation: Initi'.lly -m insufliint 1nurb,;r or Justcff
aircraft wore locato.d in thj. op~ri.tioris ar~a (tvo 7A b-n Mo Thuot).
C&CJ :ircraft and rosupply ,.ircraft icssarily w;r. div~rto(! fruri
uissions prussud into survica for i.idical Qvactintion during thu L-.rly

Th.~ ho nibcr of dustoff aircrift wats incrocasod to fivj. un 16
LOov, with standby iircraft A~ Nhon Cu and Ran lKo Thuut. 1hroughuut
tho oporation howuv;r, rosupl), slicks to forward ar,.-s coatinu..d to
vcua tQ bodios and injuri.d on back hauls.

(b Evaluation: Mdical .;vactration ruqucsts _x=u.A.d dlustrff
cnpbility dui 'to rapid incr-iso in ccribtt ol ,.rations.

(c) Rx~or.Anditic'n: '.ddition;,l dustot'f aircrft %houW b- ro.-
quested oiarly in thu op~r-tion. ,11 shou ld bu equipp..d with junglj
p.inotrntors. Provision should b,; :jxdo for r.v-uti.o;nts for thtse
aircraft, to includi ar..as whcro thcy :-r~y only tt-iadby (luring thu day.

Wd Com-Lnd .ction: Contiig~ncy pLrns includcL provisi:,ns for
dustoff cc-,.uit: ints.

d. Co2 Tuniciticns:

(1) Shortagus of Signal Nrsoncu1 in 17th .vi-.tion Group (Coibat).

(a) Obsurvttion: Thu 17th .,G(U;) continuos to ocrienco n shcrt-
ago of nost Sigrral lIS's.

Wb Evala1-ution: Soriu gains in signal 10S' s hav be, n v.& during
this quarter. Th.u nost critical shortago occurs in tho 05B and 05C
seirios NDS which rustriots tho usa of ii:diG Tulety'pe in this unit. ~------

(c) hcotiz-ndation: That Siginal shortag.;* in this Gr~up bj
filLud as aducjuata r..placcdunts bcora, evail-ibluj.

Wd Cca.aznd i.ction: Signal K.OS's ar-, closily i:.onitorz..d to in-
suro n fair distribution of Sigmal porsoaml t1hrughout the Gricup.

Unit Con zanJlrs aro contincousl5 urgid to 7assign Sigmal pcrsonni. to
Signal slots. In smiQ ca,,sus "on th. job training" is b-ing conductu.d
tc; rulijvQ shortig~s.



.dB.B4O13 Fo;bruary, 1970
SUBJZGT: Oporp.ticrvl i..jport - L.sv.cr LiarnA. if ILa-dquartors, 17th

A.viaition Group (Co;LbA~) fur Puri..4 inding 31 January 1970,
irCS CcF0a-65 (RI.) (U)

()Radio Lquiprint:

(n) Obawrvation: Many units of thi 17th ..G(C) aro oquippod with

thuj iuARC-95 or 'A/11RC-119 radio in licu of th. .J/Vsc-,2.

(b)~ Ealution: Tho ANAW-95 and ;.N/10AC-119 radios -tm. diff'i-
cul tcmin,-n do t ashortagu;o ropair parts causing ucueasivu.

dontino * Thurmi is also . heat problcra during operaticun. XLany
units do not kftLvu i.ccoss to air-conditioning units to solvv this
problcu. Oprating thu radio out or its ceae.. hoips th- hwat problj,
but allows tb.e mtrancj of dirt and dust. In additiun, ror.,,v;Al (,f

thu oovcr OXpu-sos thu operator to thu possibility of jlictrical
shcck. In most casus 05C20 radio uporators havo not buon school
trained in th.. opuration or naintonanco of this radio. This placus

*OJT burdon on the units.

(c) Rccmandations: That ,14AL(C-95 and ~/uC-1 bo- rupl.cojd
with tha authorized bNIVSC-2.

(d) Co:.ind i.,ction: In sor.u cascs, puoling zM thu: ,I/irt-19
and 119 has Wiun nccormplishcd to holp pruv-nt ccssivs kwn tin..
Fans ar, b,;ng usud whori -.ir-conditionurs ar nut *;vil--,lu tL help
dissipat. huat. Units air,. .. nccur:,?gu.d to %pply for quutas to the in-
country Radio Opurrturs Ccurs-j to inpruvu upations -,nd furth..r train
operators.

(3) Navigational Equipint (201st ..vn CO.:

(a) Obsurv:Aion: Thuj U-2L. nircraft tassigm.d tu tho 201st M~vn
Co (C) arj not Qquippcd with thu ,~RN-52 T. 4 ./l~ J1vigation. System~.

(b) Evaluatiun: Thi 1LA4-52 Navigaticn S.ystu ,. will significantly
incroaae thu opuration-il catpmbility of tho k01st viatitn 0,-i any.
In currsnt Flight Infornation Publi'ations, thujrj ara 18 T.-C.A
Stations prusently oporational ii MI, of which 10 aru locato.d with-
in tho II Corps Tactical Zono, th-u priLiary oporaticnal aria of thiu
201st Lviation Ca.2pany. In ramotc arias of opiration, thu TX,,~J
provides radial and i-ilu3agu infora-,tiun m;-c,:ssary fur %ccurat,. location
of position for MLn Opuintions or in an curguncy situation.

(c) Lcomiendaticn: That thu mavitetion oquipicnt configuration
of the U-2L, aircraft aesignod to thz 201st ..vn Co (C) be .iotlificd
to include installation of the- .Mt-52 Tc.'ALL.

(d) Caz~nd Action: Coordination was oiffectud uith thu 17th Gp



AVBAL-SC
SU3.ECT: Operational rteport -Lessons learned of fleadquar-tur~, 171 th

Aviation Group (ConibA) fur Period L11ding 31 Jaiiuwiry 1970,
UCS C3rV1h-65 (1a) (U)

for the precurement of 5 A1yJ-52 Systen~ to equip~ all U-21 uircra~ft
with this navi;.atiozval system. Five A4ll-52 Systems are currently
on rti uitiori.

9 Incl WILIAMrR. McD(LA
Inct 3 and 8 wd HQ, DA Colonel, Arm'or

DISTiBL~rIOI*!:
2 CLiCUjiRAC, jtTTd4: LUPOFDT, AIO) 96558
3 CG, UL"RV, ATM: KVI;GG-DbT, APO 96375

2C, 1ST nVi MDL, ATTA': AVi3hGC-0O, Mh~0 96384
Ct., I I-TUCEV, ATTJ: jVFAGC-0T, &?0O 96350

L;(, io'r" AB(C)

ICU, 2;:8TH ~~Z
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AVA-00-H T (13 Feb 70) lot Iat
SUBJECTo Operational Report-Lessono Lea ed, Hosdquartwrs, 17th Aviation

Group (Combat) for Period Ending 1 JanuarY 1970, RCJ, Wi)R-65

(R2) (U)

pDA Headquarters, I Field Foroe Vietnam, APO 96350 i F.AR IN

Tg Comamnding GQeeral, 1st Aviation Brigade# AP 96384

This headquarters has reviewed and evaluated subject Operational Report-
lassons LAerned and oonours.

FOR THE OWANME

IJ PAUL C1.NKELAERE

ITL, AGC
ASST AG

2 - ACSIoR, DA
I - , OD 7th AVN OF (CET)

13



AVBAGC-O (13 Feb 70) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational' Report-Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 17th Aviation

Group (Combat) f r Period W~Iing 31 January 1970, RCS, CSFOR-65
(R2) (U)

DA, aiADQUARTMRS, IST AVIATION BRIGAX1, AMO 96384 ~ V

TIXW i Comanding General, United States AraV Vietnam, ATTNt AViIGC-IXT,
APO 96375
Commander-in-3xief, United States Arqr Pacific, AM'T: GPOP-OT,
APO 96558

TOo Assistant Chief of Staff- for Force Development, Department of the
Arn, Washington, D.C. 20310

l. This headquarters has reviewed subject report and concurs with the

contents.

2. The following comnts are considered pertinent,

a. Paragraph 2d(2), page 11, evaluation describes difficulty of
maintaining AN/MRC-95 and AN/12iC-II9 equipment. This radio equipment
is extremely reliable when properly maintainedo Concur with the recom-
mendation and command action. Replacement AN/VSC-2 equipment is not
readily available and priority goes to airmobile divisions. An accept-
able alternative, the AN/GRC-142, is expected to be available in limited
quantities as assets from the 9th Division's redeployment are refurbished.

b. Paragraph 2d(3), page 11, addresses the need for TACAdI navigational
equipment in U-21 aircraft. TACAN systems have been ordered for al U-21
aircraft in Vietnam. There is no expected date of delivery available at
this time.

a. Paragraph lb(3), page 1, addresses the problem of saorta-e of
Technical Inspectors and senior supervisory maintenance personnel. During
the reporting period the lst Aviation Brigade received very few senior
supervisory maintenance personnel from the replacement flow. On 24 February
1970, the USARV fill of Technical Inspectors was 62.0%. The 17th Group fill
was 62.1%. This headquarters is placing continuing emphasis on upgrading
critical aviation skills by maximum utilization of in country Arnr Aviation
Refresher Training School courses and OJT programs.

do Paragraph 2d(1), page 10, addresses the problem of Signal !:cs
shortages. Gains in signal )IS's have been made in the past few months.
The 17th Group's posture, as of 24 February 1970, compared to Brigade was
as follows,

14



AVBAGC-O
SUBJECTo Qprktional Report-Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 17th Aviation

Group (Combat) for Period &xting 31 January 1970, iaC, CLFOR-65
(R2) (M

IIS17th CAG B ______

05C20 101.4 100.5
05C40 75.0 ?2.00
05B20 43.8 45.8

CoumwAzi action practiced by 17th Group is similar throughout the 1st
Aviation Brigade.

FOR THE Cf(AND~ia

A-,11 ItW F

A G.



CONFIDENTIAL

AVGC-WST (13 Feb 70) 3d I nd AFR T97
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of Headquarters, 17th

Aviation Group (Combat) for Period Ending 31 January 1970,
SCSFM1-65 (61)(u)

Headquarters, United States ArM, Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375

TO: Co..ander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, A'MI: GPOP-OT,
APO 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 January 1970 frx Headquarters,
17th Aviation Group (Combat) and concurs with the comments of indorsing
head.,uaxters.

2. (C) Conents follow:

a. (C) Reference item concerning "Shortage of Personnel", page 1,
paragraph lb(3) and paragraph 2c, 2d Indorsement: concur. A critical
shortage of rotary wing technical inspectors does exist in USARV; as of
3 April 1970, 454 were assigned versus 730 authorized. Commanders are
aware of the shortage of both technical inspectors and supervisory
personnel, and are emphasizing that OJT programs be established. It is
recomendd that this matter be addressed by higher headquarters.

b. (U) Reference item concerning "Air Traffic Control', page 9,
paragraph 2c(3): concur with the recomendation and the command action
taken. However, exception is taken to the statement in the evaluation
that USAF combat control teams do not control all air traffic. There
are no restrictionm placed upon these teame; they may be requested to
provide air traffic control service to all users of a particular airfield.

e. (C) Reference item concerning "Navigational Equipment", page 11,
paragraph 2d(3), and paragraph 2b, 2d Indorsement: concur. The ALN/ARN-52
TACAN is authorized for the U-21 aircraft assigned to the 201st Aviation
Company. Because of a shortage of these sets within USARV, not all U-21
aircraft are so equipped. On 1 February 1970 USARV Aviation dispatched a

esag* to UM&RPAC requesting assistance in obtaining these sets. An
interim respone indicates that no projected delivery date is available.

FCR THE C0NKUM:

CPT, AGC
Cy turn siO,'t Ap.rsz, t Cn. CInaf
lrt Avn Bde

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVAS;

HIU M MEDI AFTER 12 YEARS.

CONFIDENTIAL D ,20O.'o



GPOP-DT (13 Feb 70) 4th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Oper~onpl Report of HQ, 17th Aviation Group (Combat) for

Period Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO Sau Francisco 96558 5 MAY /

TO: Assistant Chi6f of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

1. This headquarters concurs In subject report as indorsed.

2. Reference paragraph lh(3), page 1, and paragraph 2s, 3d Indorsement.
The shortage of rotary wing technical Inspectors is a continuing problem
which has been critical for the past three to four years. Recommend
action be taken at Department of the Army level to resolve this problem.

3. Reference paragraph 2c, 3d Indorsement. The message referred to
in subject paragraph, USARV message AVHAV.'LOG, DTG 0104319 Mer 70,
subject: TACAN Navigational Set AN/ARN-52, as reads 1 February 1970
should read I March 1970. Subject message stated an urgent requirement
for the scheduled but undelivered TACAN Navigational Set AN/ARN-52 to
complete the USARV basis of issue. On 5 March 1970 this headquarters
in message GPOP-AV, DTG 0520452 Mar 70, requested thzt Department of
the Army furnish the approximate date when the USARV requirement for
subject Navigational Sets colild be filled. As of 4 May 1970, a reply
had not been received.

FOR THE CCMANDER IN CHIP:

D.D. CLINE
2LT, AGC
Asat AG

Cl:
CC USARV
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ih CONFIDENTIAL
W IT W'T&,"GH .,S OF 31 JA, 70

1. Miltary:

CO WO EM Total

U.JIT ___h .s.uth ~a~ t~uth I.eg juth L19A

l7th ,G(C) 26 33 1 8 68 151 95 192

20lat .,vn Co 8 13 18 13 89 115 115 141

58th ..vn Det 3 1 5 2 33 30 41 33

25th Med Dot 1 1 0 0 7 7 8 8

TOt.L 38 28 24 23 197 303 259 374

2. Civilian

Dmc V11 3rd Nat ContractUAiT .,',uth AR uth s ,__h , ,.uth .sg

17th .,O(C) 0 0 29 29 0 0 0 0

201st mvn Co 0 0 6 6 0 0 0 0

58th .. vn Dot 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0

25th. I Det 0 0 1 .0 0 0 0 0

0 0 37 36 0 0 0 0

3. Personnel Strength, 17th ..vn Gp (Cbt) as of 31 Jan 1970.

Rated ,vUtorsM Tanning Lvcl issigmd

Officor 660 618 512

U.arrant Officor 922 864 819

TOTL 1582 1482 1411

Enlistod Itrungth 6405 6006

Percontagos arot Overall Strength 95,6
Officers 95% - Basod on 9Z6 fill level
Warr.t Officers 95% -,Based on 92% fill level
Enlisted Man 9i4 - Basd on 10C0A TCE authorization

Inclosuro 1
CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

ifJS TitlL .,uth ___ Short

6A1430 Tech Insp--ctor 48 7 41

67U30 Tcch Iiajxoctor 12 3 9
67U40 rhiknt Supurvisor 40 25 15
67X30 Tech Insp.'ctor 3 1 2
67Y30 Tcch Thspjctor 5 1 4

67Y40 Raint Sup.rvisor 9 1 8

Ifllosuro 2 CONFIDENTIAL



MMIN1-WI, Vll. l, Pl

CONFIDENTIAL
QFE TIOdL i&5ULTS

Sorties Troops Cargo Flying
Unit Flown Lifted Lifted (Tons) Hours

17th AG(C), HHC 622 497 9 539

201t J~flCo4,664 13,206, 51 27/

*(58th i vn Det)

17th .GC(C) Totals 5,286 13,703 60 3,314

2. (U) Losses.

itircraft Lost

201st 1.-vi Co (C) U-21Ai

17th ..G(C) Total1

*Operational results are reported as combined tota.ls by the 201st . vn
Co arid the 58th ILvII Det.

Incloaure 4

CONFIDENTIAL
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1. Sigmficant Operations: The 17th Aviation Group (Ccmbat) provided
aviation si.pport to the following II Corps operations dUring Nov 69-
Jan 1970.

a. US Oporation:

HArtle Green 14 Oct - 25 Nov
Kramer White 16 Oct - 5 Jan
Greene Boar 16 Oct - 30 Jan
Wayne Breakor 18 Oct - 4 Jan
Grena Bullet 20 Oct - 20 Nov
Hodges Black 21 Oct - 20 ,:ov
Putnm I.ildcat 31 Oct - 18 Jan
Spragins .1iits 11 Nov - 30 Dec
I:aldron Blue 25 1:ov - 30 Jan
Hujhos Black 1 Jan - 5 Jan
Waynu Thrust 4 Jan - 30 Jan
Futnara Powor 21 Jan - 30 Jan
1.ayno Stab 30 Jan -
Putnam Shark 30 Jan -
Grcne Deuce 30 Jan -
Washington Greene 15 Apr -

b. &-public of Korea Operations:

i{Yak Jin 8 31 Oct -2 N~ov
Jio Koo 25 3 Nov -7 ov

Rik Joe 2-11 8 iov - 22 Nov
Dot.g Bo 2-21 16 Nov - 18 Nov
Do Kao Bce 15 19 Nov - 4 Dicc
V'na hani , 9 17 ov- 3 Dc
Dong Be 1-15 21 Nov - 26 Nov
Jun Jin 26 28 Nov - 6 Doc
Dong Bo 3-14 3 Dec - 12 Doc
Btk Joe 22 5 Doc - 20 Dc
Kwan Woo 6 11 Doc - 15 Doc
Yul Poong 4 15 Doc - 17 Duc
Jo Kal 9 16 Dec - 20 Doc
Do ao Beo 16 17 Duc - 31 Doc
Kwanoo7 6 Dc - 28 Doc
Ja o Kal 10 26 Doc - 28 -M.c
Jun Jin 27 27 Doc - 30 Doc
Sonrch and ,jabush 27 Doc - 28 Doc
Bak Jo 1-14 28 Doc - 4 Jan
Bun iao 70-1 6 Jan - 9 Jan
Jang Bu II 8 Jan - 12 Jan
Hon Cat San (Cbt) 9 Jan - 16 Jan
Jae Kal I 11 Jan - 13 Jan
Dong Bo 10 12 Jan - 28 Jan
Do Kaa Be 1-1 l4 Jan - 18 Jan
Do Kao &u 2-1 14 Jan - 16'Jan

Inclosure 5



Do B 3-1 14 Jnn- 18 Jan
Do Xac B-u 2-2 20 J:-i - 23 Jan
Bun Kao 1 24 Jan-
B akj'c 23 3 Jan -
Jang &, 2 27 Jan -
Do :a B~e 17 28 Jan -

c. hLpublic of Vi.tn.ui Oporatio-a:

Dan Thang 69 40-42 Rest (Pacification) I :-ov - 31 D.c 69
Dan Phu Scris 47 Iogt (Pacification) Nov 69 - Jan 70
Quang Duc Opns 45 aJgt, 5 &SF, 2nd tuir Gp iiov 69 - Jan 70

2. Signific.nt Largo Scal Oporitions:

Battl; of Bu Prang aaid Duc LAp - 31 Oct 69 to id Dk.c 1969.

a.' Major ilx nts of thu 40th tIVA ,tilldry h.wgint, the 66th ,V,,
Iifa.ttry Rogimnt, aad the 28th i.. Infantry ltugiraoat conducted Artill ry
and roui4 attacks to ovwrrun th; Spucial Forces Ca p at Bu Pr:.ng.

b. The 17th Aviation Gp provided aviation surport to clurm&nts of the
23rd mitVA Division, 4th Inf Division aid to 5th/.2 ,rtill.ry. ,apprcxi-
zztoly 5000 rotany wing and fixed wing sortios w-ro flovn in support of
the oo-ra tion. 17th CAG aircraft participated in 109 conbat :Aviation
ongaenants firing over 275,000 rounds of ,a.riuniticn.

c. 17th hvi-ation Group (Combat) support provided to th, 23rd .,,LV 4

Division:

(1) Dily aircraft alloc-tions from 31 Oct 1969 - 17 Dc 19o9.

UH-IH (slicks) .- 17
UH-IB,C, .H-1G (guns) - 10
CH-47 (hooks) - 5

(2) Total Hou.s flown in support of 23rd .,W- Division - 5,279 hours.

d. 17th ,aviation Group (Combat) suppo t provided to the 4th Infantry
Division:

(1) Daily aircraft allocatioarfor 31 t 1969 - 17 Dec 1969.

UH-IH (slicks) -

UH-1B,C, ,,H-lG (guns) - 2
CH-47 (hooks) - 2

(2) Additionl iircraft were provided on a mission basis. Total
hours flown in support of 4th Inf Division - 13,184 hours.

(3) Supported Task Force Fighter with I *.ir Cav Troop (B/7/17 rhS).



(4). Two UH-IH aircraft and two CH-47 aircraft wvx', providud daily
from 31 Oct to 17 Doc 69 in support of 5/22 ,.rtillvry.

o. 17th jLviation Group (Corib.t) support providud to othor us.rs in
the are,:

(1) CCS: SLICK(S

From31 Oct - 15 iiov 4 4
From 16 d1ov - 5 Duoc 0 0
From 6 Doc - 8 Dec 4 0
Fro 9 Dc - 11 Dc 8 4
From 12 Duc - 14 Doc 4 0
Fro;-i 15 uc - 18 Dc 6 0

(2) Darlic and 14uang Duc Frovinczs: ,vs.rcd on, LH-IH -',.ch with :%n
occasional CH-47 for rsupply and an occasiomal four UH-1H a.4 two ..H-lds
for tF opurations.

(3) 155th %HC: Avragcd ono CH-47 ;wry 5dd:tys for ;x-int.ining tho
dosired stockgo Lv]l of the rfu.l point at DucL-.p. CH-47 sortie., w~r-
flown for this purpose or oftan by utilizing oth,r CH-47s in thi .1r..z
aftir they wcri r;l;ased by th; primary user.

(4) TF Fightor: iv;.ragud two CE-47 aircraft froii 2i Oct - 11 uv.

f. Aircraft Com.bat Losscs:

(1) 301149H Oct, 1 UH-IC, 48 , shot dovn, YU 568538, 4 KL-.

(2) 021450H Nov, I ,H-IG, 2 LOH, 7/17th Cay, shot down, YU 801635,
1 rescued 2 jiov, 2 roleased by xWi 9 Dec and 2 IM,.

(3) 271340H rlov, UH-IC, 281st AHC, shot down, YU 8117 6, crew ux-.
tractud, A/C destroyed.

(4) .L I A-I G2x-
li r 2 UH-1C

2 WH

4.3.



d.rcralt Status as of 31 ,7anwu7r 1970

UNTIT g FILL GOL KaID

17th sm'iatiorI Group (Comibat) OH-6 3 2 0

UH-1H 0 3 3

U-6 0 1 1

201sat itviation Coripany (corps) OH-6 4 4 0j

UH-IH 7 7 7

U-8F 1 0 0

U-21 0 4 3

58th jvition Dotacfrient U-6 3 0 0

U-21 2 2 2

fUH-IH 0 2 2

Inclosuro 6 9
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JAThALIOS ACCIDLNS h0IJ . FLN~iMM

10 1137,05b .09.6

529 35,895 ?5.0

231 25,460 3.9

268 7 30,461 22.9

7/17 6 14,024- -.

201 C X. 1 2,755 3b.2

klC17 a-G(C) 0 474e 0.0

17 .J40() 35 146,123 23.9

Inclosuro 9
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